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ABSTRACT: 

Socioeconomic changes in society have turned daycare centers into an essential environment in 

children´s lives, therefore, such institutions are required to provide appropriate care, so that children 

attending them do not become too vulnerable to illnesses. Concern with the environment of daycare 

centers should include aspects regarding the identification of risk factors related to the spread of 

microorganisms and the occurrence of infectious diseases. This study aimed to select and identify 

risk factors for the dissemination of microorganisms in daycare centers, from the scientific 

literature. An integrative literature review was the method adopted for this study, and the selection 

of samples was conducted through access to the following databases: Latin American and 

Caribbean Literature of Health Sciences Information (LILACS), Current Nursing and Allied Health 

Literature (CINAHL), Cochrane, Embase, Medical Literature Analysis and Retrieval System Online 

(MedLine / PubMed), and Web of Science (WOS). The final sample consisted of 67 articles that 

indicated that the risk of dissemination of microorganisms and infectious diseases among children 

in daycare centers depends on characteristics and features related not only to children themselves, 

but also to the environment. However, attending daycare centers for itself seems to increase the 

likelihood of acquiring and developing infections, especially those of repetition. The identification 

of such risk factors aims to ensure quality care for children in daycare centers, so that they are not 

subjected to unhealthy environments, situations or practices that may affect their health or favor the 

occurrence of infectious diseases. 
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